Stand Until the King Comes!

Eph 6:11-13 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. ESV

1 Sam 16:10-11 And Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, "The LORD has not chosen these." 11 Then Samuel said to Jesse, "Are all your sons here?" And he said, "There remains yet the youngest, but behold, he is keeping the sheep." And Samuel said to Jesse, "Send and get him, for we will not sit down till he comes here." ESV

Thanks to Bro. Billy Patrick for giving me the seed thought of this message.  Thanks to Bro. Ken Gurley for the closing stories and thoughts.

We read in the 16th chapter of the book of 1 Samuel, of the story of the prophet Samuel going to the town of a man called Jesse.  King Saul – the man currently on the throne of Israel – had decided to forego the commandments of God and do his own thing and had thus become a God reject.  And so God moved upon the prophet to anoint a new king, and “he shall be found,” God said, “in the town of Bethlehem, in the household of Jesse.”  

It was well known that God spoke to Samuel and that he was a faithful man of God and so when the word got out that Samuel was approaching the town of Bethlehem, the elders of the city and all of the important people gathered together anxiously to ask, “do you come in peace?”  In other words, “please tell us that you do not come bringing the judgment of God or a bad word for our city.”  In the story, the prophet Samuel eased their minds by stating, “I come to sacrifice to the Lord, come and join me.”  He then invited Jesse’s household to join them and they prepared an altar to sacrifice to the Lord.  

I bring all of this out because when we hear of this story we often make the mistake of thinking that only Jesse and his sons were there, but in actuality, anybody that was somebody in Bethlehem or the surrounding area was present.  God was not doing something in a secret place but the new king would be anointed before all and for all to see.  And so as the crowd gathered to join the man of God in offering a sacrifice to Jehovah God, they were shocked when instead of a goat or a lamb being brought forth, the prophet produced a horn of oil and turned to Jesse and asked, “where are your sons?  Have them pass before me.”  

As the realization of what the horn of oil represented slowly dawned upon the crowd, the truth became plain:  God was not going to receive a sacrifice of a mere animal, but today a new king would be crowned – someone from Bethlehem was about to be consecrated as a living sacrifice, to live their days out for God’s purpose.  I could stop right here and preach an entire message on that thought:  because through the anointing of the infilling of the Holy Ghost, God is still calling people to be consecrated unto Him to live out their days for His purpose.  And like Samuel that day, God desires not the sacrifice of an unwilling animal, but of a living sacrifice that will willingly surrender and live their life for Him!  

In the story, Jesse first picked his eldest son, Eliab, to pass before the prophet.  You can almost see the pride of the dad as his first-born son steps forth.  And even Samuel, in looking at the boy, thought, this must surely be the one.”  But the scriptures record that:

1 Sam 16:7 But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him. For the LORD sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart." ESV    

That is another message within itself!  Suffice it to say that Eliab’s inward qualities were not what God was looking for in a king.  And so the Bible says that Samuel requested another son to pass before him.  And Abinadab stepped forth and God did not choose this one either.  And so Shammah, the third born, stepped forth and God rejected him.  From this passage we get a glimpse of how God works:  God will keep looking until He finds someone who is sensitive and akin to the things of the Spirit.  God will pass over those who think that they have everything together in themselves and will pass the “hardened warrior” and the strongest and the most senior if they do not have a revelation of God’s heart and if they have not learned to worship God and to be faithful in their every day tasks.  For the greatest anointings, God is picky!  Don’t think that God must meet you on your terms.  It’s not about that, it’s about you meeting God on His terms.  God will not compromise His righteousness and holiness for anyone!  

And so they passed before the prophet – boy after boy – until seven sons of Jesse had stepped forward and yet God would not confirm any of them.  Finally Samuel turned to Jesse, and with the crowd anxiously looking on, asked:

1 Sam 16:11 Then Samuel said to Jesse, "Are all your sons here?" And he said, "There remains yet the youngest, but behold, he is keeping the sheep." And Samuel said to Jesse, "Send and get him, for we will not sit down till he comes here." ESV   

This youngest son who had been overlooked and not thought by even his own father as worthy of God’s anointing was of course the young man, David.  As we have noticed, there are many things to be learned from this story, another one being that it does not matter what your father or mother thought about you – such things do not determine your potential in God.  Chances are that there are some of you who because of the negativity of a parent and because of the low expectations or dumb comments of a father have lived largely beneath what you are capable of in God.  Can I tell you that not even David’s father believed in him, but that did not stop David from being chosen of God?  Do you realize that from this forgotten child sprang the best king that Israel ever had, eclipsed only by the future son of David, Jesus Christ!?  It matters not what others have said – keep serving God faithfully in secret and see if He does not reward you openly!  The best positions in God’s kingdom are not dependent upon what others see or even the man of God sees, but rather what God has seen!  

But today, I am drawn to the peculiar command of Samuel following the admission of Jesse.  Jesse says, “Well, there is one more, the youngest but he’s off keeping sheep.”  And Samuel first says, “Send and get him.”  And then the next breath of Samuel’s words were, “we will not sit down till he comes here!”  

Such a simple statement and yet we miss that this was a huge request.  Sheep were not kept close to the houses and villages because they must be daily moved from field to field and watering hole to watering hole.  It is very likely that David was miles away from where they were and there was no mobile phone to text to him that he was needed.  They could not send an email or such.  Furthermore, even Jesse had no way of knowing the exact location of David and the sheep.  It was not a matter of traveling a few miles and then back which in itself would have taken a few hours.  But someone would have to look for David and then once found, there were the sheep to deal with.  They could not be left alone in the wilderness and would likely not take to anyone but David, their faithful shepherd, and so the sheep would have to be herded and led back to the town and sheep are not the fastest creatures in the world.  And so even though the text glosses over this delay and the very next verse says that “Jesse sent for David” and then he came.  We must grasp that there is a time factor here that was probably upwards of three or four hours and maybe even taking up the better part of the day.  And yet Samuel uttered these words, “we will not sit down until he comes here.”  In other words, everybody there must “stand until the king comes!”  

You do not have to be a Bible scholar to grasp the spiritual lesson to be learned here.  Because David’s reign and lineage gave birth to Jesus Christ, the ruler of Israel who would be called the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords!  And as God does nothing by accident, within these few words of Samuel, we find a timeless truth perfectly represented.  Because although He came to this earth for a brief time to usher in this wonderful era of Grace, Jesus Christ, our King of Kings has ascended into heaven and is not physically present in this world in bodily form save for the hands and feet of Spirit-filled believers.  But He did not go away without a promise that He would one day come back!  That He would return for a bride – the church – that had “made herself ready.”  That He would come back for those who “anxiously look for and watch for His return!”  And though, He has not yet come back, the command is clear in scripture what we must do in the meantime and that is what Samuel said must be our own theme:  “we will not sit down until the King comes!”  In other words, we must stand until His return!  

And so from the lips of the ancient prophet, I bring you a timeless message, “we must not sit down until the King comes!  He promised that He would return 2,000 years ago and that is a lot of time to the human way of thinking but although much time has elapsed, we must not sit down in our expectation of His coming.  We must not give up though the day stretch long before the fulfillment of the promise of His coming.  But we must stand fast in our earnest expectation of the return of Christ.  

Can I say this?  We have a generation upon this earth that no longer looks forward or expects a return of Christ.  To many it is just a fairy tale.  But I want to remind you that when it seemed to the people between the testaments that God had forgotten them, they were actually the closest that they had ever been to Christ’s return.  And so it is with us:  two millennia may have passed, but do you not understand that we have far surpassed the number of years that God has ever allotted for a time period or spiritual epoch?  From the giving of law to Moses to the abolishment of the law on the cross of Calvary was around only 1600 years.  We have far surpassed that and although God would tarry long with this generation in His mercy and grace, there will come a day where the cutoff line will be drawn.  And there is no scripture that gives hope to those who miss the return of Christ after having lived in this era of Grace.  You’d better not give up on His coming and write it off as not worth waiting for!  It is not time to sit down on that promise or even walk away – it is time to stand!  

And before we move on, let me point out that it’s not like there are not signs that His return is imminent.  The people standing with Samuel had very little indicators to tell of the coming of their new king.  There was no meter giving up updates as to where they were along the way.  There was no countdown helping raise their expectations.  As the hours dragged by, they had no way of knowing whether the runner had found David yet or not or whether they were headed back or still looking.  They had no way of knowing whether it was getting close or whether there was much time to yet pass.  

God has given us a better reason to stand than those people because the signs that Christ’s coming is near are obvious!  This is not a standing and expectation and get our lives ready although we are not sure when Christ will come.  Oh, I know that no man knows the day or the hour, but only the fool cannot see that we are not getting close!  One by one the signs indicate that the hour is very late and the countdown is on:  Israel has come together as a nation again and God has made Jerusalem and the middle east “a cup of trembling” just as the prophet Zechariah said.  We have lived to see the day of people calling good evil and evil good.  The requirement of the Gospel being preached in every nation has been fulfilled for several years now.  In the Dark Ages of the 1500s to the 1700s we saw the great “falling away” of apostolic truth prophesied to happen before His return.  Jesus said that a sure sign of His return would be first “wars and rumors of wars, earthquakes and great pestilences.”  Is this not the news in every day’s newspapers?  We hear of turmoil here and wars there and of an earthquake that shook a region and of a new disease or epidemic sweeping through this earth.  Furthermore, when Moses came upon the scene, there was a mass killing of babies as the Pharaoh ordered all the Jewish boys killed.  At the coming of the “prophet like unto Moses,” Jesus Christ, there was again a mass killing of babies, this time ordered by evil Herod in an attempt to kill the new born king!  When Moses – the type of Christ – and Jesus Christ’s first coming were both foreshadowed by the government declaring it okay to kill many infants, shouldn’t we recognize a pattern here?  Do I need to remind you that since the 1970s millions of babies have been killed as the result of legalized abortion, something the government instituted?  We live in a time where more babies have been killed, en masse, than Pharaoh’s time and Jesus’ first coming combined.  Shouldn’t that signal something to us?  That obviously if the powers of this world is turning on the babies that we must be very close to the second return of Christ?  Do not think that we are far away!  It’s time to think about eternity because the signs indicate to us that Christ is almost here!  Therefore the command of the prophet goes forth and rings in this generation also: stand!  Stand until the king comes!  

Stand!  That speaks to us of the need to stick to some things!  In the 2nd chapter of Acts on the Day of Pentecost, when the Holy Ghost was poured out and a crowed gathered together to hear the first sermon of Grace, it all starts with this:

Acts 2:14a But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them, ESV

And what did he stand up to say?  He told them that what they were witnessing was the fulfillment of the prophet Joel and was the Spirit of God being poured out on all flesh in the last days!  When they were convicted of their sins, Peter then told them the Apostolic and Biblical plan of salvation:

Acts 2:38 And Peter said to them, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. ESV

This was the first message of salvation preached in Grace and it is still the message of salvation for the era of Grace.  You must repent of your sins and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ and then receive the Gift of the Holy Spirit just as they received it in the 2nd chapter of Acts with the evidence of speaking in other tongues as the Spirit gives the utterance.  This was not just for that day or just for the Jews.  In the 8th chapter of Acts the Samaritans a few years later obeyed the same message.  In the 10th chapter of Acts many years later the Gentiles in Cornelius’ household obeyed the same apostolic message.  In the 19th chapter of Acts, decades later, Paul was still preaching and standing for the same message!  This is the original message, the original commandment of God to the world as what they needed to do to get right with God and to be saved.  This is what the church preached before the philosophers and the idolaters and the men of history changed things with their traditions.  This is the Gospel truth according to scripture:  that we must not just stop in believing that Christ is our Savior but that we must also repent of our sins, be baptized in His name, and filled with the Holy Ghost!

And can I remind you that this truth started out with them “standing up” to deliver it!  And therefore now is not the time to sit down on it or turn and walk away from it!  But now is the time to stand for apostolic truth more than ever!  It doesn’t matter what the major denominations of this world say.  What does the Word of God say?  It doesn’t matter what so and so preacher says.  What did Jesus and the Apostles teach.  We must not stand for a watered down message that neglects this basic tenant of Apostolic truth.  We must not stand for anything less than repentance, water baptism in Jesus’ name, and the infilling of the Holy Ghost.  This is the message of the first church and therefore it must be the message that the last church of this same age stands for!  It’s not time to settle for anything less, but stand for Apostolic truth and stand for it until our King comes!  

Paul told the Apostolic church in the city of Thessalonica:

2 Thess 2:15 So then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the traditions that you were taught by us, either by our spoken word or by our letter. ESV  

Paul said, “stand firm and hold to the traditions that were taught by us the apostles and written down in the collection of letters of what we now call the New Testament.”  What tradition are you standing for?  It is not enough to stand for anything, but you  must stand for the Apostolic traditions!  And the Apostolic tradition is that you must repent, be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ and be filled with the Holy Spirit to be saved.  And then you must endure until the end.  That you must come out of the world and live separate and holy unto God.  That we must allow the Word of God to be the primary and number one influence and priority in our life.  That is the traditions of the apostles.  That is what we are commanded to stand upon!  

Whose traditions are you standing for?  Is it the traditions of your mother and father? – you’d better check that out according to the Word of God.  Is it the traditions taught to you by a denomination that was founded upon some great historical figure? – you’d better check it versus the pure Word of God.  “Let God be true and every man a liar” was the cry of the Apostolic church and it must become our cry also!  Don’t take my word for it, look for yourselves to make sure that it is in the Book, but if it is grab a hold of it, stand for it, and don’t ever compromise it!  And keep standing for it until your King comes back!

I’m preaching to some of you who stand for truth of the Word of God when you are around others that believe it, but when the pressure from family comes or from friends or peers comes, you sit quickly and quietly and no longer stand firm!  Some of you are quick to compromise simply through silence, not taking a stand when others press you.  

It’s not time to be ashamed of this Apostolic message!  It’s not time to compromise!  Paul told the Corinth church:

1 Cor 16:13 Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong. ESV                

It’s not time to be spineless, limp-wristed Christians!  It’s time to stand strong an uncompromising for what is right!  If your family doesn’t agree, so be it.  If your friend turn their backs on you, oh well.  If your peers ridicule and make fun, then let them go, but only you stand!  Stand and do not quit!  Stand how long?  Stand for truth until the King comes!  

We must stand for true and pure worship as God has decreed it.  When Peter got to Cornelius’ house in the 10th chapter of Acts we find that:

Acts 10:25-26 When Peter entered, Cornelius met him and fell down at his feet and worshiped him. 26 But Peter lifted him up, saying, "Stand up; I too am a man." ESV

Cornelius fell down and began to worship Peter!  But Peter quickly told him, “stand up!”  Listen to this preacher:  Cornelius was sincere but sincerely wrong.  He had been taught somewhere that it was okay to pray to and worship humans.  I’m reminded of the words of the angel to John who – although John knew better – he was so caught up in the euphoria of the spiritual revelations that he was receiving that the Bible says:

Rev 22:8-9 I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard and saw them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed them to me, 9 but he said to me, "You must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers the prophets, and with those who keep the words of this book. Worship God." ESV

The angel said, “don’t worship me – I’m no greater than you and your fellow brothers and prophets in the Lord.  We are just good creatures who are faithful servants to the God above but you must realize that you must ‘worship God’.”  “He is the only one who must be worshipped – don’t worship me!  Stand up, John!”

We must stand up for true and pure worship.  Idolatry and bowing before a statue has always been and will always be a detestable sin to God.  Praying to saints and bowing before good servants of God is still forbidden by heaven.  The commandment to Cornelius goes out to all of us:  we need to stand up and worship God directly and Him only!  And this is something that is worth standing for:  stand for true worship!  

We must stand for worship as the Bible describes it.  The Bible commands us to clap our hands and to dance before the Lord.  It commands us to sing unto the Lord with new songs and to shout before Him!  It commands us to pray and sing and leap and jump and exclaim and to make a joyful noise!  It commands us to use the cymbals and stringed instruments to worship Him and to “play skillfully with a loud noise!”  I understand that there are times where it is appropriate to respond to the spirit in a reverential way and even bow down before the presence of the God Almighty and pray, but we must also realize that there is much commanded that must be done while standing!  And to those critics who are clueless, let me point out two things:  first of all the New Testament commands us to praise God using the Psalms of old and for us to be able to sing the psalms of outward praise, obviously God intended that we also obey what they say to do!  And secondly, we are to praise God according to His excellent greatness and if this world praise their heroes with noise and with a hand clap and with dancing, then God forbid that we not praise Him who is greater with an every greater passion!  

It’s not time to back down from this!  It’s time to stand up, Cornelius, and get a genuine revelation of praise and worship.  You may be sincere but sincerely wrong, but that is no excuse:  it’s time to stand up for the pure praise decreed by God’s Word and God is looking for a people who would stand for this until the King comes back!  

How many things is involved within this simple command!  We read in our text that we must withstand in the evil day and stand against the attacks of Satan.  It’s not time to give in to the pressure of sin and this world.  Paul wrote the Galatia church:

Gal 5:1 For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery. ESV

In other words, let Jesus set you free from sin and then stand in that liberty and do not go back to the bondage of sin!  It’s not time to think of falling back into that pit!  It’s time to stand and to stand until King Jesus makes His arrival and return!

The natural inclination of humans is to grow weary and want to sit.  But it is not time to grow weary in well doing, but to keep on keeping on!  And, in the words of our text, when you’ve done all, still stand!  

I think that they did it:  I think that in the story of Samuel and the people waiting on David, that the people stood most of the day until their king arrived.  I think that many grew tired.  I think that there were some who wanted to sit down.  There were probably some that wanted to sleep and it’s hard to sleep standing up!  But they stood.  You know why?  Because there was a man of God that was standing there with them and watching!  I think some of them endured simply because they knew that Samuel was nearby.  

You need a man of God in your life if you are to stand for Christ!  You are not going to make it by yourself.  You may can start by yourself, but somewhere along the way you need the voice of God’s anointed compelling you to keep standing!  And notice that those who were not in the group that day were sitting and sleeping and yet missed out on the coming of Christ.  You need to be at church!  You need to join together with other believers to give the sacrifice of praise to God.  You need to join together to hear what the man of God has to say in the latest word from heaven!  Because that is how you are going to stand!  

If we are not to sit in our sin or the seat of the scornful.  If we are to not fall asleep spiritually and to make it ready when the king comes, we must stand!  And even when our flesh wants to quit, the decree is still to stand!  The timeless words of Samuel ring out today:  we must stand for Apostolic truth.  We must stand for the Word of God.  We must stand for pure worship.  We must not give in or quit or sit or tire.  We must not grow weary.  We must not let the attacks of Satan and this life discourage us or drag us down.  We must not bow before idols or any other person but God.  We must stand!  And we must be strong and stand until the King comes!  Stand until King Jesus come back!    


I close with this:

It may sound like something out of Ripley’s Believe It or Not, but history is replete of stories of people who were buried in a most unique way.  

At the Bellgrade Plantation in Richmond, Virginia, they wanted to build a Ruth’s Chris Steakhouse and yet had a problem because there was the grave of a Civil War hero on the premises.  The grave was that of Confederate General A.P. Hill who used the Bellgrade house as his headquarters and who was killed in the battle there.  After much deliberation, they decided to dig up the body and move it temporarily to a cemetery and then finally beneath a statue that would be erected in his honor in the middle of town.  When they dug up his grave, they discovered something interesting:  he had been buried standing up!  Through research they found out that he had requested that he be buried standing  to signify that he died while fighting.  When they buried him temporarily in the local cemetery, they buried him standing up.  And now where his bones lie beneath his statue, he is still standing!  

General Hill is not alone.  In Prague Czechoslovakia there is an old Jewish cemetery that dates back to the 15th century.  If you visit it you will immediately notice that there is a large amount headstones for the room and it seems hopelessly crowded.  Until you find out that all those who were buried there were buried standing upright so they would be ready to walk to Israel when the Messiah came.  They were buried upright in anticipation of the Messiah! 

I bring you once more instance of this strange way to be buried.  Bannister Midyett of Mount Pleasant, North Carolina requested before his death in 1824 that he be buried upright in a standing position so that – and I quote – “I might not waste anytime in seeing the face of the blessed Jesus, my Saviour, on that great day of resurrection when I shall receive my soul again.”  He’s buried standing upright in anticipation of a resurrection!  

Listen to this preacher very well:  if the Lord tarries and I die and go the way of all flesh before He comes and if for some reason my breath expires before the trumpet sounds the coming of the King; then understand that I care less what you do with my body or how I am buried.  You can cremate me; you can throw me out to sea.  You can face me east, west, north, south.  You can bury me upside down if you want or fold me into a pretzel at my funeral.  None of that really matters much, anyway!  

But I have made up one thing in my mind today in the here and now.  And that is if I am going to die, then spiritually I’m going to die standing!  Oh, I might be physically laying on a bed or sitting in a car or whatever when it happens, but understand that as for the things of God, I’ve made up in my mind that I will be standing strong for the kingdom of heaven!  

I refuse to bow to this world’s idols and this world’s principles even if they threaten to throw me in the fiery furnace.  Like the three Hebrew children, my God is able to save me from that fiery furnace, but if He does not, I’m going to die standing for Him!  

I refuse to cower in the bushes at the threats of the giants in my life that defy the power of God.  Like David, if I’m going to die, I’m going to die taking a stand for my God!  

Somebody here needs to get the resolve and attitude of the lepers in Samaria who said “why sit we here until we die?  Let’s get up!”  And when they got up out of their leprosy – which is always a type of sin – then God brought salvation and deliverance!  

If you’ve got to die, then why sit down until it happens?  Die standing upright for something worth standing for!  Die standing up for Jesus Christ!  

And so we see that these simple and innocuous words of the prophet Samuel sum up the most basic theme of all of Scripture in a nutshell:  We need to stand!  And we will not sit until the king comes!  Make up in your mind to stand until King Jesus comes back!   

